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FIRST AND FOREMOST, I would like to bid farewell and say 
thank you to Kai Bjørkelund, who leaves the company this week 

after two successful and foundational decades at the helm of TPTM. 
Kai is held in very high regard by all those who have worked with him, 
at sea and ashore. I will stop there so as not to impinge upon the well 
deserved tributes from Harry and Michiel Rutten featured on page 5.  

I mentioned last time that it was striking how we seem to have had 
two articles on the same subjects submitted to several of the most 
recent editions, almost as though there is a telepathic connection 
between some of our vessels. Uncannily, this has happened once again. 
Like buses, you can wait forever for one to arrive and then two come 
along at once! On this occasion the subject is concerts, although one 
of the articles uses the event as a springboard to discuss something 
more abstract. Besides this we have the usual wonderful variety of 
topics covered, which I will leave you to discover. Thank you, as ever, 
to all our contributors.



View from the 
chartering desk

by Carl Hansen and Arend-Jan Jeswiet
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THE FIRST QUARTER OF 2025 
has seen a mixed bag of challenges 
and opportunities that have 
shaped overall performance of 

the tanker markets. Markets started the 
year off on a good footing but have come 
under pressure more recently. A key theme 
was the continued global recovery post-
pandemic, which has led to a small uptick 
in oil demand, particularly in markets such 
as India and China. The demand for crude 
tankers showed a modest increase, driven 
by higher consumption in Asia and parts 
of Europe, while product tankers faced 
pressures due to refining margins tightening 
in certain regions. OPEC supporting the 
oil price by continued production cuts has 
not helped the tanker markets, in particular 
the bigger sizes. Tonne-miles have still been 
supported by the situation in the Red Sea, 
with vessels taking longer routes to avoid the 
Bab-El-Mandeb strait. 

The main theme more recently, however, 
has been uncertainty. Uncertainty over 
what the final impact will be from the 
tariff-war the US has embarked on and the 
tit-for-tat responses of its trading partners, 
mainly China and the EU. These tariffs 
will eventually lead to increased costs for 
producers, which will ultimately be passed 
on to consumers. This increase in cost will 
in turn lead to reduced economic activity as 
consumers will reduce their spending. Add 
to this that OPEC+ has recently announced 
it will increase production by 411k bpd by 
May, which is up from 135k bpd that was 
originally planned to come into the market 
that month. OPEC had been gradually 
unwinding a 2.2m bpd voluntary output cut, 
which they had agreed to in November 2023, 
to support prices and stabilize the market. 
This has further exacerbated the pressure 
on crude prices. To put this into perspective, 
Brent crude has dropped in value from 
around the mid-70s mark in the first days of 
April, just before the tariffs were announced, 
to around $60 per barrel today:

 Furthermore, the US has through the 
USTR proposed stacking fees on Chinese 
built and/or operated vessels that could top 
$3 million per US port call. The intention 
is that the fees would curb China's growing 
commercial and military dominance on the 

high seas and promote domestically built 
vessels, although it appears to be having 
the opposite effect so far as it threatens the 
survival of the same shipping companies 
and customers that would drive demand for 
orders from the US shipyards it intends to 
rebuild. China has become a major supplier 
of tonnage to the world fleet over the last 
10-15 years, and although the exact wording 
and implications of the measure remain to 
be seen, the impact would be massive.

All the above comes in addition to the 
complex geopolitical and economic situation 
the world has been dealing with already, and 
this has led to many players in the tanker 
markets holding back on investments and 
longer-period time charters for the moment.

Nevertheless, we recently delivered TP 
Perseverance to ETP for a two-year time 
charter after she completed her dry docking 
in Singapore. TP Endeavour will be delivered 
to BP for a time charter of around a year after 
she comes back from her Exxon time charter 
and completes her dry docking in Singapore 
around the middle of May. TP Resolve will 
also be delivered to BP for a time charter of 
around two years towards the last quarter 
of the year when she is redelivered from 
Exxon. These have all been concluded at 
good numbers and will put the company in a 
good place to weather any turbulent markets 
that may lie ahead.

On the regulatory front, FuelEU Maritime 
came into force at the beginning of this 
year, and incorporating relevant clauses 
into our time charters is still proving tricky. 
The Mediterranean SECA zone will come 
into force on 1 May, meaning that vessels 
can only use fuels with a maximum of 0.1% 

sulphur content, which we will need to take 
into account in our passage and bunker 
planning.

We would also like to mention that, as 
you may have seen on the TP website, 
Transpetrol has become a member 
of MACN (Marine Anti-Corruption 
Network), a global network organization 
that is working towards a corruption-free 
maritime industry. We realise that our ship 
and shore staff are occasionally confronted 
with requests for payments or gifts from 
‘officials’ and ‘authorities’ and it has been 
our standard policy to decline such requests 
(obviously without endangering the safety 
of the crew and the vessel!). Transpetrol and 
the maritime industry at large will, in the 
long run, only be successful and become 
sustainable when bribery and all forms of 
corruption are eliminated. We cannot win 
this fight alone, so we have joined forces 
with other actors in this market through 
MACN. This will in the coming months 
lead to additional CBT trainings and other 
material becoming available to all of you 
to assist in standing for a corruption-free 
maritime industry.

Despite the turmoil in the markets and 
the geopolitical tensions, we are still well 
equipped to withstand all the possible 
headwinds. With the fleet at hand, the 
support from our clients and suppliers, but 
especially with all the colleagues on shore 
and on board, we will weather this storm. 
Each and every one of us has to forget about 
all the ‘noise’ around and concentrate on the 
job to be done, together. 

Stay safe and look after yourself, your loved 
ones and your colleagues.  



Notes from 
Marine and HSEQ
by Cato Kristensen
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TP Tenacity	 31Mar25  Ulsan

Luctor		  28Mar25  Tanjung Langsat 

TP Endurance	 27Mar25  Martinez 

TP Venture		 17Mar25  Antwerp

Turmoil		  22Feb25  San Juan

TP Perseverance	 21Feb25  Yokkaichi

TP Spirit		  03Jan25   Genova

0                   4                  8                 12                16             

Sustainability
We want everyone to understand why Sustainability, a very important word, was added to one 
of the building blocks of our Business Plan published on 21 March (13th revision).
 

If a plan, method, or system is sustainable, it can be continued 
at the same level of activity or pace without harming its 
efficiency and the people and environment affected by it.

The Business Plan is monitored by KPI (Key Performance 
Indicator) reporting towards our set targets, which is 
measured by several continuous reporting systems. The 
reporting varies from near miss reports to emissions of H2S. 
Our daily work is always part of our controlled system, and 

it is measured to see if we are close to our targets or moving away from them. 

Equally important, as the IMO states in its brochure on the subject, is that the “UN has 
adopted 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and 169 related targets where IMO is already 
contributing to sustainable development. Shipping is an essential component of sustainable 
economic growth, as it is the most environmentally sound mode of transport, having the lowest 
carbon footprint per unit of cargo transported. Through IMO, Member States, civil society 
and the maritime industry are already working together to strengthen ongoing efforts towards 
sustainable development.” 

United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) definition:
“Sustainability is the idea that human society must live and meet their needs without 
compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs.”

Vetting
Seven SIRE inspections were carried out in the first quarter of 2025, one with a high number 
of observations - this is not necessarily a negative indicator in SIRE 2.0, as several are linked 
to the same subject. As an example on the below peak, a memo in the class status resulted in 
four observations where only the recorded facts are reported. 

SIRE 2.0 vetting results for Q1 2025
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WHEN ON THIS SUNDAY MORNING, 16 
March 2025, I set myself to exploit my best 
possible ability as an author to write about Kai, 

it is almost exactly 20 years ago that this Norwegian titan 
joined the company, on 1 March 2005.

There are a number of dates and years that stand out for 
their significance in our company’s history, and the year 
2005 is certainly one of them. On the first day of that year I 
considered myself, for the first time in my career, and I have 
to use the Dutch word, a reder, a professional engaged in a 
rederij. The meaning of these words go so much beyond the 
English terminology ‘shipowner’ and ‘shipowning company’. 
In English, these words highlight the legal position of 
proprietor and property. In the Dutch language it defines 
who and what makes it happen.

Indeed, shipping in TP goes back to 1978 when I acquired 
a position that turned into an equal 50% ownership in 
the first three ships when starting TP on 1 January 1980. 
Crewing and technical matters were run by the partner. 
Yearend 1982, we were out of ships and when building 
back up the shipping in 1983 we relied on the outsourced 
shipmanagement of Denholms, Wallem and Barber. On 
21 March 2002, we signed a joint-venture agreement 
with Barber, part of Norwegian Wilhelm Wilhelmsen, a 
venerable shipping group, to conduct from Sandefjord all 
technical and crewing matters on an exclusive basis for 
our ships. In the course of the next two years it dawned on 
us that going fully on our own was the only guarantee of 
operating on the basis of our company standards, and so 
this is what happened on 1 January 2005. 

The first and most important step was to replace 
management and put someone in charge in Sandefjord 
who possessed all the qualities necessary to achieve the 
status of ‘rederij’ and help us become the independent, 
cohesive organistaion we are today. And that man was Kai. 
Thankfully it was not to be in the style of a  ‘Caesar’ who 
would ‘veni, vidi, vici’, but rather someone with a steady, 
conscientious, consistent, considered, balanced, focused 
and especially determined, no-nonsense way of going about 
things. This is what has defined Kai. A ‘big’ man is leaving 
the company, with shoes that are indeed hard to fill.

Companies last because of timely and well-managed 
processes of transformation, of which succession remains 
the prime example. We have entered the ‘third generation’ 
stage. Long live the company. Tusen takk, Kai.

Harry Rutten, Chairman

IT DOES NOT FEEL LIKE ONLY YESTERDAY 
that I first met Kai. And, in fact, it was over 20 years 
ago  - most likely towards the end of 2004. At the 

time, Transpetrol were in the final stages of bringing ship 
management services fully in-house with wholly-owned 
subsidiary Transpetrol TM AS, located in the beautiful 
seaside town Sandefjord.

Running a ship management company was, even in those 
days, not something for the fainthearted. Additionally, 
the identity and psyche of the company would need to be 
changed from a third-party service provider to an integrated 
approach. With new vessels joining the fleet and chartering 
requirements fast becoming more demanding, it was evident 
that we were looking for a heavyweight professional. 

My part in the selection process was straightforward. 
The two chairmen of the board had ‘pre-approved’ Kai 
for the job and now it was up to me – in my capacity as 
deputy managing director - to meet over dinner and not 
frighten him away. I was instantly confident that everything 
was going to be alright. And indeed, certainly from my 
perspective, we enjoyed a solid start which developed 
further and lasted throughout.

Over a near 19-year time span as colleagues there were, 
of course, challenges to overcome. Kai was always prepared 
to fight his corner and crew welfare was particularly close 
to his heart. There are too many individual cases to sum up 
here, but one example that stands out was the COVID-19 
pandemic, which of course affected the whole fleet 
simultaneously. The seriousness and unpredictability of this 
event was quickly recognized and a people-centred response 
developed with unwavering dedication.

I feel truly fortunate to have had the opportunity to work 
with Kai for so many years. 

Kai, you are an optimist in the best sense of the word. 
Although you have lube oil for blood, I am confident that 
you will remain vibrantly active and happy way beyond your 
last dry-docking!

With heartfelt thanks to you and your family.

Michiel Rutten, Group MD 2007-23

A warm farvel to 
Kai Bjørkelund

Harry Rutten and Kai at his leaving dinner
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AS I STAND ON THE DOCK 
beside TP Perseverance, I cannot 
help but reflect on the tremendous 

journey we have undertaken during this 
dry docking period in Singapore. This 
experience has underscored not only 
the resilience of our vessel but also the 
relentless dedication, hard work, and 
countless man-hours behind the scenes 
that made it all possible.

From the moment we arrived, the 
shipyard pulsed with anticipation and 
energy. The dry dock process is no small 
feat - it demands a harmonious blend of 
teamwork, technical expertise, and an 
unwavering commitment to excellence. 
For us, it was a rare communion of man 
and machine, where every brush stroke, 
every weld, every decision shaped the 
vessel’s fate.

Each day began with a gathering of 
minds, a planning huddle where multiple 
departments came together, plotting the 
day’s course with precision. A mountain 
of paperwork towered before us: enclosed 
space permits, safety compliance checks, 
countless risk assessments. Every page a 
promise to keep each soul safe while the 
ship underwent her transformation.

And what a monumental task it was, 
from renewing weather-worn wire ropes to 
servicing lifeboats, from retrofitting critical 
bridge navigation systems to changing 
cargo valves with delicate precision. The 
massive main engine, the very heart of the 
ship, was overhauled with surgeon-like 
precision. Cargo pumps and compressors 
were brought back to their prime. Anchor 
chains were maintained and painted link 
by link. It was as if the sea itself paused in 
quiet awe as the new propeller boss cap fins 
were installed, sculpting her for the voyage 
ahead.

No space was too confined, no detail too 
minor. Every inch of the ship was examined 
with unwavering attention, from the vast 
cargo tanks to the silent ballast spaces, 
from the dim bunker tanks to the maze 
of pipe ducts. We ventured into them all, 
where the echoes of past voyages lingered 
in the still air. And in that silence, with a 

sense of wonder, we readied each space for 
the journeys still to come. It was not a task 
for the faint-hearted, but for those with salt 
in their veins and steel in their resolve.

The days were long, the conditions tough, 
with machinery’s relentless clamour and 
the ever-present edge of risk. Yet amidst 
it all, I witnessed a fierce and beautiful 
determination in my crew and in the 
hands that laboured around us. Together, 
we brought the ship back to life, not just 
seaworthy, but radiant with renewed 
strength and pride.

Watching the transformation unfold was 
a reward in itself. Each layer of chipped 
paint stripped away the wear of the past; 
every fault addressed added to her spirit. 
What we achieved was not just a restored 
vessel, it was a testament to our collective 
grit, reflected in every rivet, beam, and 
bulkhead.

As I step aboard the renewed TP 
Perseverance, I do so with a heart full of 
gratitude and respect - for the process, the 
people, and the purpose. The pride we feel 
is imprinted into her hull, whispering the 
story of those who gave their all. And as 
we sail forward into uncharted waters, I 
know that Perseverance, reborn through 
resilience, will carry us with strength and 
grace through whatever lies ahead.

High and Dry: 
a Chronicle of Salt, Sweat and Rebirth
by Second Officer Siddharth Sajgotra
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A Decade of Perseverance 

by Captain Rajarshi Dhar

Ten years at sea, through thick and thin,  

Through storms so wild and docks so grim. 

Our “Perseverance” stood so tall,  

Hauling gas for 834,300 miles overall! 

A pit-stop was due, and she docked in Singapore,  

For tweaks and checks and so much more. 

The Yard crew were waiting, tools in hand,  

To scrub and fix as they had planned. 

They poke, they prod, they scratch their chins,  

“Who bolted this? Who welded that in?” 

The rust gets scraped, the pipes get flushed,  

The barnacles scream, "We're being crushed!" 

A new coat here, a weld job there,  

A thorough check from bow to rear. 

A lot of jobs in three weeks to clear,  

She sighs, “At last, a little care!”

There was something new this time to learn,  

A clever fix for a “greener” run. 

A Propeller Boss Cap Fin so shiny and bright,  

To cut the drag and boost her flight. 

Until last year she was Perseverance V,  

But now as TP Perseverance, she will thrive, 

With the new name proudly on her bow,  

Between the “open palms” to show her vow. 

 

And now she’s afloat, all fresh and clean,  

The shiniest ship you’ve ever seen. 

Back to the waves, she’ll proudly prance— 

Persevering, as she loves to dance!

Ten years at sea, through thick and thin,
Through storms so wild and docks so grim.
Our Perseverance stood so tall,
Hauling gas for 834,300 miles overall!

A pit-stop was due, and she docked in Singapore,
For tweaks and checks and so much more.
The yard crew were waiting, tools in hand,
To scrub and fix as they had planned.

They poke, they prod, they scratch their chins,
“Who bolted this? Who welded that in?”
The rust gets scraped, the pipes get flushed,
The barnacles scream, “We’re being crushed!”

A new coat here, a weld job there,
A thorough check from bow to rear.
A lot of jobs in three weeks to clear,
She sighs, “At last, a little care!”

There was something new this time to learn,
A clever fix for a “greener” run.
A Propeller Boss Cap Fin so shiny and bright,
To cut the drag and boost her flight.

Until last year she was Perseverance V,
But now as TP Perseverance she will thrive,
With the new name proudly on her bow,
Between the “open palms” to show her vow.

And now she’s afloat, all fresh and clean,
The shiniest ship you’ve ever seen.
Back to the waves, she’ll proudly prance—
Persevering, as she loves to dance!
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ATTENDING A COLDPLAY CONCERT was a dream come true for me, 
despite the massive struggle to secure tickets. The atmosphere was electric: 
packed stadium, dazzling fireworks, LED wristbands, and powerful music 
created an unforgettable experience. 

Right after the concert, I rushed to the airport, Coldplay's lyrics still echoing in my 
mind: "Lights will guide you home." Ironically, I was heading away from it - back to 
sea. On my journey, I reflected on Coldplay’s evolution from an alternative rock band 
to a mainstream pop and EDM powerhouse. Their shift was not just a change - it was a 
strategic pivot.

Pivot. It got me thinking about the many ways it is depicted and how widely the concept 
has become popular. On ships, pivot refers to the pivot point - the centre along a vessel’s 
length where it rotates while turning, crucial for safe handling. In popular culture, 
pivot recalls the iconic Friends scene where Ross Geller frantically yells ‘PIVOT!’ while 
maneuvering a couch up a tiny New York staircase. In business, pivoting means redefining 
a key aspect of operations to stay relevant - whether that is changing a product, service or 
strategy. Many companies pivot to adapt and thrive.

Coldplay’s transformation was not accidental. It was a calculated shift that expanded 
their audience from two million to over ten million concertgoers. This proves a universal 
truth: reflection on strengths, weaknesses and opportunities is essential for growth. In a 
fast-changing world, adaptability is more valuable than staying in a comfort zone. In life, 
we are always pivoting - constantly adjusting to improve. This is the essence of the pivot: 
recognizing the need for change and making the necessary shifts to grow. 

Pivoting is not just for businesses or industries, it is essential for personal growth. 
Sometimes, it means stepping out of familiarity, making tough choices or redefining 
career paths. The ability to reinvent oneself is crucial. Take a moment to evaluate where 
you are and where you want to be. Are you clinging to comfort out of fear or embracing 
change to grow? Find your pivot point, make the shift and move forward with confidence. 
The next step is yours to take. Remember, change is the only constant.

Pivot

by 2nd Officer Rigil Colaco
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AFTER MONTHS ON LAND, I stood at the dock 
once again, suitcase in hand and heart racing 
with anticipation. This time it felt different, I was 
excited and nervous at the same time. The first sail 

had been a whirlwind of learning, adapting and figuring out 
how life worked aboard a massive oil tanker. 

A journey worth taking is about personal growth and 
professional achievements and not about perfection or 
ease. It is about transformation, it is about stepping out of 
comfort zones and discovering the depths of one’s potential. 
These journeys will remind us that life is not just about the 
milestones we achieve but the stories we create along the way. 
And now, as I prepare for my second vessel, there was a sense 
of confidence mingled with excitement. While climbing up 
the gangway, each step whispered the truth that I could not 
ignore: this time expectations will be higher. On board, the 
ship felt both familiar and new, as when I was once on the 
deck of my first vessel, Luctor, passing through the Panama 
Canal, I had watched TP Endurance gracefully enter the lock 
beside us, its vast, unbroken expanse and towering forecastle 
commanding attention. Its presence seemed to challenge the 
very essence of my humble vessel. I never imagined that the 

A Journey Worth Taking
The Second Sail

by Deck Cadet Prakash Choudhary

vessel we merely passed by would one day become my second 
vessel. Perhaps the world is not vast, or the universe was 
whispering its secrets to me, offering subtle signs, or maybe... 
just maybe, I had a glimpse into the future! Who can say for 
sure? 

The sea breeze, the roar of the engines, the vast deck, it 
was my second home, but there were also new faces among 
the crew. My seniors welcomed me warmly during briefing, 
but their words and expressions had an unspoken message: 
expectations are higher this time around! I was assigned 
tasks that carried more weight than before. Navigating under 
the officers’ and master’s command, ensuring the cargo was 
well secured, and even leading the drills, it was a step up. 
There were moments of doubt when faced with challenging 
situations, but I remembered the lessons learned during my 
first sail: stay calm, ask questions, and keep learning - Golden 
Rules Every Cadet Should Follow. 

One evening, under the vast ocean sky, I sat lost in deep 
thought while gazing at the stars. The journey ahead is long, 
but the sense of growth was clear. The second sail was not just 
about gaining experience, it was about finding the rhythm of 
life at sea and setting the course into a bright future!
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Charcoal pencil drawing by 3rd Engineer KS Syamlal
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IMAGINE SITTING ON A COMFY CHAIR made of 
leatherette material, so soft yet sturdy that it would make 
you feel like sitting in a hyper car. As you are settling 
in the chair, you notice some electronic music playing 

in the background, not too loud but soothing to the ears, 
giving a lively vibe. Listening to the music, you start to notice 
the interior of the ship. Numerous controls with tiny little 
metal knobs, shining with their chrome surface. The blue, 
magenta coloured light is spanning across the craft, all over 
with changing hues, as if the cubical is reacting to your mood. 
Although the source of light is difficult to locate, somehow 
the entire space is dancing between darkness and brightness, 
making it difficult to know what time it is outside. 

Wondering about time, there is only one digital display, with 
a number and date, right in front of your eyes. Yes, and the fun 
part is the display can be set without touching it. I mean, simple 
hand gestures are enough to fiddle with it. The slightest change 
in the display gives a varied haptic response, vibrating as if the 
display is talking through the sense of touch. 

Suddenly, you hear a voice welcoming you. Startled, you look 
to see where the voice is coming from, and you notice that your 
co-passenger is busy exploring the exquisite detail of the pod. 
You realise that the voice can be heard only by you and no one 
else. Fascinating, isn’t it? Although the cube is so compact that 
the other person is only at arm’s length, the voice seems to be 
your own mind’s chatter. The voice is asking you, ‘May I help 
you, sir? You seem amazed.’ I mean, now you are wondering 
how the voice can know what are you thinking. Gathering 
yourself together, you try to assemble your thoughts, in fear 
the soft female voice can recognise your rising heartbeat too. 
The voice speaks to you again: ‘Sir, please feel comfortable 
and relax.’ What? Now it is reading your body vitals, too. ‘Sir, 
your favourite lemon, ginger and honey tea will be served in a 
minute. Until then, if you feel in need of peeing, it can be done 
while you are seated.’

By now you are busy checking around, suddenly realising that 

you need to pee, and the fun part is the voice is able to recognise 
it before your body can. But hold on! Peeing as you are seated? As 
you have completed the bodily function, now you are wondering 
what your co-passenger is doing. Isn’t it awkward?! Has she caught 
you in the act? It seems the fragrance in the room is so subtle and 
enchanting that nothing can escape the aroma of it. Good, now 
you are feeling relaxed and comfortable.

‘Sir, as we prepare the vessel to launch, you can select an event 
where you wish to land in TIME,’ the voice says. That moment has 
arrived for which you have been waiting a long time. It has been 
three long years since you booked your ticket for this journey. 
Hearing the experiences of your friends and seeing Instagram 
reels, this is the time you prepared yourself for over such a long 
period. 

After setting up that clock, now the entire vessel is shaking to 
launch, and suddenly the music has changed, giving a sense of 
imminent release of something and the lights turn to darkness. 
The smell has vanished. 

With the sound of one ‘whooossh’ you are now landed in your 
favourite time. The journey feels like it took a moment, faster even 
than your thoughts. 

I am sure you must have cherished some memories so much that 
you would like to go back and relive them. And now probably 
you are thinking this is a fiction, but what if it is true? Can it be 
achieved? Yes, in my experience some, but not all, events can 
be revisited. Of course, the above narration would cost a hefty 
amount on the pocket. 

Recently I visited my school, where as a child I used to relish 
eating a simple boiled potato dish smeared in pickle juice. The 
same recipe, after almost twenty years, is being served by the same 
family. The entire set up is exactly the same. That one bite was 
enough for me to go back in time. The entire body, back in time. 
And the cost? Well, if we are counting money then the dish merely 
costs cents. But the entire experience is invaluable.

Next time, if you wish to time-travel, take this advice: have a food 
that you once relished. A time-tested recipe for time travel!

Time Machine

by 2nd Officer Prasad Padwal
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Childhood spark: Spurs fandom and humble beginnings
My love for basketball ignited in childhood, glued to morning 
NBA games before school. The San Antonio Spurs’ sleek 
black jerseys hooked me instantly - long before I understood 
picks, screens, or the concept of a ‘triple-double’. That early 
fandom planted a seed. In high school, defying our institution’s 
indifference to sports, I rallied friends to form our first team. We 
were raw but eager. Our early tournaments, however, were brutal: 
8-9, 22-0, 40-0 losses. The scores stung, and the team disbanded, 
but the dream of building something bigger lingered.

2013: Brewing a basketball over chai
Years later, in 2013, my best friend from high school, Rajwin 
Victor, founder of Origin Basketball Club, reignited that spark. 
Over steaming cups of chai at a local tea shop, he proposed 
starting a club in our hometown. With no blueprint, funding, or 
institutional support, Origin was born - a grassroots initiative to 
give local boys a platform to play. The early days were chaotic. 
Coaches and players drifted in and out; we operated on sheer 
passion. Yet, we persisted, organizing impromptu matches and 
coaching sessions in rough fields.

2018: A court, a community, and a turning point
A breakthrough came in 2018 when a club member - a government 
school sports teacher - secured us a proper basketball court. This 
transformed everything. We recruited students from underserved 
schools, kids with raw talent but no guidance. Training intensified. 
Slowly, our scrappy team began competing in district tournaments. 
Wins were rare, but the gap in scores narrowed: 40-2 instead of 40-
0. Progress, not perfection, became our mantra.

2024: From underdogs to state/district contenders
Fast-forward to today, and Origin has blossomed into a multi-
tiered community. Junior and senior players now represent 
state and national championships. One standout story: a boy 
once mocked for his physique is now selected at nationals. Our 
network spans seafarers funding equipment, IT professionals 
managing logistics, and coaches volunteering at weekends. We 
have built bridges with basketball authorities, gaining recognition 
in a country where cricket overshadows the sport.

The Spurs’ legacy: lessons in resilience
The San Antonio Spurs’ ethos - discipline, teamwork, quiet 
persistence - shaped our philosophy. Gregg Popovich’s leadership, 
prioritizing culture over flashy wins, resonated deeply. The 
famous stonecutter quote (a Spurs locker room staple) became 
our rallying cry during setbacks: ‘When nothing seems to help, 
I go and look at a stonecutter…’ Each loss, each hurdle, was a 
‘hammer blow’ chipping away at the rock.

Mission beyond the court
Our goal is not just trophies but empowerment. Many boys come 
from families where education is a luxury. We leverage sports 
quotas to secure college admissions, offering a ladder out of 
poverty. Origin’s name reflects its purpose: nurturing hometown 
talent at the grassroots. We have even started outreach programs, 
donating shoes and hosting free camps for kids who cannot 
afford fees.

Non-linear growth: embracing the curve
Progress was not a straight line. Years passed with minimal 
visible success. Then, suddenly, a player would get scouted, a 
sponsor would emerge, or a tournament invite would arrive. 
These breakthroughs were not luck - they were the cumulative 
result of daily grind. Like the Spurs’ five-title dynasty, built brick 
by brick over decades, Origin’s story is one of incremental gains.

The road ahead
India’s basketball scene remains niche, but we are planting flags. 
We dream of a day when an Origin alumnus represents our 
district and state nationally. Until then, we will keep hammering, 
knowing the rock will split. The Spurs did not become legends 
overnight, and neither will we. But as Popovich would say,  
‘Pound the rock.’

Final whistle
Origin’s journey is proof that passion outlasts failure. From 
teashop dreams to state level stages, we have built a legacy not 
just of baskets scored but lives changed. And when doubt creeps 
in, I rewatch old Spurs games - a reminder that greatness is a 
mosaic of unseen efforts. The final score? Still being written.
 

By Chief Officer Kumar Jack Besil

Basketball



A FEW WEEKS AGO I SAW A REEL ON INSTAGRAM 
(my only concession to social media these days) that 
featured a man talking about the multitude of phrases we 

use in English that are derived from the navy - both merchant 
and military. If one looks up the subject on the internet, the list 
of these words seems suspiciously long - almost never ending, 
in fact - and indeed because there are now so many phrases out 
there which have apparently been wrongly attributed to maritime 
culture, some cheeky etymologists have even created a fictional 
organisation, The Committee to Ascribe Nautical Origin to 
Everything (CANOE). With that in mind, the examples below 
have been chosen with some care and are hopefully among the 
least contentious.

Long shot 
Something that would involve a great deal of luck.
Early ships’ guns tended to be wildly innaccurate, and so if a shot 
hit its intended target from a great distance it was considered 
exceptionally fortunate.

The cut of his jib 
A person’s appearance or their manner.
A jib is a triangular sail situated at the front of a ship. Going 
back to the 18th century, the shape of jibs varied from country to 
country, and consequently sailors could identify other vessels as 
friend or foe by the ‘cut of their jib’. 

Skyscraper
A tall building popularised during the 20th century.
Another one relating to a triangular sail, this time situtated at the 
very top of a mast.

Toe the line
Conform to the rules or expectations of a group.
Sailors were required to stand barefoot and at attention for 
inspection. Their feet were expected to be lined up along the 
seams of the deck planks, with their toes touching the line. As a 
result this became known as ‘toeing the line’. 

Groggy 
Feeling dazed or hungover.
Sailors’ daily ration of rum was, more often than not, diluted with 
water to prevent overindulgence. If this failed, the sailors woke up 
feeling ‘groggy’. The mixture was given the name ‘grog’ most likely 
because it was introduced in the 18th century by Admiral Vernon, 
who was nicknamed “Old Grog” for his coat of a coarse, ribbed 
fabric made of wool and silk called ‘grogram’.

A hoeker [fishing vessel] with only her jib set, 
c.1665, by Willem van de Velde the Elder 

by Jonathan Penfold

Son of a gun 
Can be used positively or negatively to refer to any man, though 
usually as a milder alternative to ‘son of a bitch’.
The origins of this phrase are disputed, but here is the one most 
often quoted: Officers were occasionally allowed to have their 
wives accompany them on board, and the spaces between the 
broadside guns often provided the most private environment 
available for children to be born while at sea. It seems more likely, 
however, that it was a nickname given to any male child of a 
military man.

Pipe down
A request or, more usually, a command to be quiet. 
Ships’ crews received a variety of instructions down the 
boatswain’s (bosun’s) pipe, such as to make less noise or go below 
decks and prepare for sleep.

Cut and run
To cut your losses and get out of a situation.
If a ship needed to escape from danger, there may not always 
have been enough time to raise the anchor. In such a situation the 
decision could be made to cut the anchor free in order to facilitate 
a hasty exit. Hopefully they would have a spare on board!

Between the devil and the deep blue sea
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NASHIK, ONE OF THE HOLIEST CITIES IN INDIA, is a 
place where history, spirituality and modern lifestyle blend 
seamlessly. Situated on the banks of the sacred Godavari 

River in Maharashtra, Nashik is known for its religious significance, 
vibrant culture, and thriving wine industry. From ancient temples 
to lush vineyards, the city offers a diverse experience to its visitors. 
While Nashik remains deeply connected to its spiritual and 
mythological roots, it has also evolved into a modern city with 
a growing industrial sector. It is a major centre for automobile 
and manufacturing industries, contributing to Maharashtra’s 
economic growth. The city is also emerging as a significant IT and 
educational hub, attracting students and professionals. Nashik is 
also home to several breathtaking natural spots and historical forts. 
Trimbakeshwar, located around 28 km from the city, is one of the 
twelve jyotirlingas (devotional representations) dedicated to Lord 
Shiva, drawing thousands of devotees annually. 

The Anjaneri Hills, believed to be the birthplace of Lord Hanuman, 
offer a great trekking experience alongside spiritual significance. 
The Dudhsagar Falls and Someshwar Waterfalls provide a refreshing 
escape into nature, while the Pandavleni Caves, a group of 24 
ancient Buddhist rock-cut caves, showcase Nashik's deep historical 
roots. Nashik has deep roots in Hindu mythology, particularly in 
the Ramayana. It is believed that Lord Rama, along with Sita and 
Lakshmana, spent a significant portion of their exile in this region. 
The city’s name is derived from the sanskrit word nasika, referring 
to the episode where Lakshmana cut off the nose of Surpanakha. 
Over the centuries, Nashik has been a hub of trade, spirituality, 
and cultural evolution, making it an essential part of Maharashtra’s 
heritage. The city has also been influenced by various dynasties, 
including the Satavahanas, Yadavas, and the Mughals, leaving 
behind a rich architectural and historical legacy.

Sita Gufa (cave of Sita) is another significant spot in Panchvati. It 
is believed that Goddess Sita took shelter in this cave during her 
exile. The narrow entrance and underground chamber create a 
mysterious aura, attracting both devotees and history enthusiasts. 
The gufa (cave) houses idols of Rama, Sita and Lakshmana, making 
it an important pilgrimage site. Nearby, the Tapovan area is said to 
be where sages and rishis meditated, adding to the divine energy of 
the region.

Ramkund is a revered bathing ghat on the banks of the Godavari 
River. According to legend, Lord Rama used to bathe here during his 
stay in Nashik. It is also the place where devotees immerse the ashes 
of their deceased loved ones, believing it helps their souls attain 
salvation. Ramkund is an important site during the Kumbh Mela, 
one of the largest religious gatherings in the world, held in Nashik 
every 12 years. The Godavari River, often referred to as the ‘Ganga 
of the south’, flows through the heart of the city, making it a crucial 
spiritual destination.

Nashik is also known as the wine capital of India. Sula Vineyards, 
one of the most famous wineries in the country, has placed Nashik 
on the global wine map. Established in 1999, Sula has been a pioneer 
in the Indian wine industry, producing high-quality wines that are 
enjoyed across the world.

by Deck Cadet Rohan Rajendra Martand 

Nashik City

Kalaram Temple, Lord Shiv pind

Kalaram Temple

Sita Caves

Ramkund, Nashik

A blend of history, spirituality and modernity
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Holi celebrations and group photos on board TP Tenacity

Happy Easter from TP Affinity
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AS I STEPPED INTO GOFFERTPARK IN NIJMEGEN, The Netherlands, 
on 19 June 2024, the excitement was palpable. The air was electric with 
anticipation as thousands of fans gathered for Rammstein’s highly 

anticipated concert. This was part of their Europe Stadium Tour 2024, and the 
buzz had been building up for weeks.

The evening began with the support band, Abélard, warming up the crowd. 
However, it was clear that everyone was there for one reason: to experience the raw 
energy and theatricality of Rammstein. As the sun began to set, casting a golden 
glow over the venue, the crowd grew restless, eager for the main event.

Finally, at about 9pm, Rammstein took the stage, and the atmosphere erupted. 
The band launched into their dynamic setlist, which included fan favourites like 
Links 2-3-4, Mein Herz brennt, Deutschland, and Engel. Each song was met with 
thunderous applause and sing-alongs, as the crowd was fully immersed in the 
performance.

 One of the highlights of the evening was a special piano version of Sonne, which 
added a poignant touch to the otherwise high-energy show. The encore featured a 
remix of Haifisch by Olsen Involtini, keeping the crowd engaged until the very end.

Throughout the concert, Rammstein’s signature pyrotechnics and stage effects 
added to the spectacle, making it a truly immersive experience. The band’s ability to 
connect with the audience was evident, as they frequently interacted with fans, even 
incorporating public camera moments that had everyone laughing and cheering.

Despite the challenges posed by the outdoor venue - Goffertpark can be prone to 
muddy conditions after rain - the enthusiasm of the crowd remained unwavering. 
The venue’s capacity of approximately 50,000 was filled to the brim, with fans from 
all over Europe coming to witness this iconic band perform live.

As the night drew to a close, it was clear that this concert would be remembered 
for a long time. Rammstein’s performance in Nijmegen was a testament to their 
enduring appeal and their ability to create unforgettable experiences for their fans. 
For those who were there, 19 June 2024 will be deeply ingrained in memory as a 
night of pure exhilaration and musical magic!

R A M M S T E I N  C O N C E R T

by Deck Cadet Mykyta Dobrovolskyi
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